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Coming Events

PDK Airport Monthly Meeting -

This month's meeting will beWednesday, December 18, 7 p.m. at
Peachtree-Dekalb Airport (PDK). Turn from Clairmont onto Airport
Rd. Go to the last left turn before reaching the speed bumps. The
street will take you around the hanger and across the ramp. There is
parking just past the ramp. Go in the glass door. Take the stairs to
the left and go up to the second floor. The conference room is just
down the hall. DIRECTIONS
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Model Building Clinic and Q&A-
Saturday, December 28, 1 p.m.

Club Build-Session-
Saturday, January 4, 2020 1 p.m.

http://www.hobbytownduluth.com/
4125 GA-20, BUFORD, GA

Join IPMS Atlanta club
members for model

building and conversation
first and last Saturdays of

each month at
HobbyTown!

https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/monthly-meeting-map-and-direcitons
http://www.ipms-atlanta.org
http://www.ipmsusa.org
http://www.hobbytownduluth.com/
http://www.ipmsusa.org
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CALENDAR

PDK Meeting Notes

11/20/2019 Meeting:
1. Club business - Christmas Party reminder from Kim.
2. Flea Market Sale
3. No "Show and Tell" for models
4. No "Model of the Month"
5. No Raffle

.

Dec 18: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Dec 28: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
2020
Jan 4: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Jan10-11: MODELCON 2020

Chattanooga, TN
http://

www.chattanoogascalemodelers.com/
chattanooga-model-show/

Jan 15: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Jan 25: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Feb 1: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm

Feb 8: JAXCON 2020
Jacksonville, FL
http://ipmsfirstcoast.org/

Feb 19: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Feb 29: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Mar 7: Smokey Mtn. Model-Con

Knoxville, TN
Mar 21: AtlantaCon 2020

Marietta, GA
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-
contest

http://www.chattanoogascalemodelers.com/chattanooga-model-show/
http://www.chattanoogascalemodelers.com/chattanooga-model-show/
http://www.chattanoogascalemodelers.com/chattanooga-model-show/
http://ipmsfirstcoast.org/
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-contest
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-contest
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COMPLETED:
MiG-21, Bill Wofford
F-4, Brian Speer
MiG-17, Bill Johnston
B-58, (1/48), Bill Easton
F/A 18, Jim Elmore
F-5, Jim Elmore
A-10, Brian Mason (Lost In Action)
A-10 (Replacement), Ed Hulsey
F-117, Gale Brown
B-52, Ed Sveum
USS Skipjack (1/72), Dave Lockhart

F-105, Gale Brown, Bill Easton
IN PROCESS:
F-100, Art Murray
Berlin Airlift 3-Plane Set (1/144)
Jose Morales Jr, Ray Wheeler, Bill Easton

UNASSIGNED:
A-4
A-6
F-106
F-86
OV-10
OV-1A

All models/kits are 1/32 Scale unless otherwise noted.

Models for the Gwinnett Veterans Memorial Museum
http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html

Upcoming Build Sessions:

Next Build Session Scheduled: Tuesday, January 21, 2020 from 2-3 pm.

Ideally, Jim needs two to four members to participate.
Please contact Jim at 770-962-2584 to let him know if you are available.

CHOA

Please consider building one
of these models. The
museum folks are always
glad to receive a new model
for the museum ceiling
display.

Childrens' Healthcare of Atlanta
at Egleston Hospital

http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html
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Christmas Party 2019
Thank You Kim and Jim!

Santa was on vacation this year, but,
fortunately, The Elf was able to stop by!

Another great club Christmas Party!
(I was on my way home before I realized ... No
Pictures! I called Jose Duran and he did a
great job capturing the spirit of the evening!)

Thanks again to the Elmores for
sharing their home and all the
planning and hard work!
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November Flea Market
Buy/Sell/Swap Meeting

Good turn-out!

Jose and Art
preferred to do their
negotiation via text
message with each
other!

Thanks to
Fernando for
offering to
help organize!



The Trim Tab December 2019 Page 6

Thanks to Michael Blackwood for passing along ...

This company has free international shipping for most brands and a wider selection than most vendors.

https://www.luckymodel.com/scale.aspx

Sprue Snippings ...
If you run across a source that you think might be helpful to others for their modeling reference, or just for
general interest, please pass it along. For this month ...

Bill Easton (your friendly newsletter editor) is a big fan of MRP!
Mr. Paint (now rebranded as MRP) has begun releasing a water-based acrylic range to go along with their
excellent extensive range of lacquer paint. I have not tried their acrylic paint, but may soon need to try
them due to an expected downsize of my modeling area (may have to give up my paint booth .... and
lacquer paint.) I have been a big fan of the MRP lacquer primarily due to how easy it is to use in fixing/
blending paint job issues (I have a lot) on aircraft.
Initially, MRP was difficult to get here in the US, but they are now available from a couple of sources:

www.spruebrothers.com
www.hobbyworld-usa.com

There are a lot of colors available. The following source lists the 295 original colors.
https://www.paint4models.com/mrpaint.html

Howard Ady post Midway
Akagi and Kaga Found
P-40s at Midway
Midway Movie
Bruno Gaido

Midway Behind the Scenes
USS Enterprise (CV-6)
Lecture on the Battle of Midway
Announcements and Questions

From Bill Aicklen: Midway RoundTable October 2019 Issue ...
Topics this Month -

Click on the link below.
http://www.midway42.org/Backissues/2019/20191001.aspx

https://www.luckymodel.com/scale.aspx
http://www.spruebrothers.com
http://www.hobbyworld-usa.com
https://www.paint4models.com/mrpaint.html
http://www.midway42.org/Backissues/2019/20191001.aspx
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Here’s an in-the-box kit review.  Years ago, I became a fan of the 
Avro Shackleton when I built the old 1/72 Frog kit (in an AMT 
box!) of the MR.3 variant, rivets and all.  When Airfix and Revell 
both issued new kits of the MR.2 several years ago, I hoped that 
one of them would eventually do the MR.3, which I always liked 
better, perhaps because the tricycle gear and tip tanks made the 
aircraft look more modern.  Well, now we have Revell kit #03873, 
Avro Shackleton MR.3, with 209 parts in a rather large carton.  
The kit has complete interior detail, much of which will likely be 
invisible once assembled.  Options include bomb bay doors open/

closed, gear up/down, flaps up/down, 20mm cannon in the nose, and most significantly, two types 
of outboard nacelles, either with the optional Viper auxiliary turbojets or without (an option not 
offered in the Frog kit).  There are two options on the decal sheet for identically-painted RAF 
aircraft, one with the Vipers and one without.  The impressive instruction booklet is 28 pages, all in 
color, with the symbols used defined in no fewer than 21 languages (though not in Arabic, Hebrew, 
Chinese, Japanese or Korean)!  And, of course, no rivets!  This is the kit that will finally condemn 
the old Frog kit to the scrap heap, or the collectible shelf.

In an average month, the number of new books I buy from Osprey ranges from zero to two, and 
once in a long while, I might buy three.  But this month there are FIVE new books from them that I 
can recommend!

First is Air Campaign #12, Ploesti 1943, in which Steve Zaloga concentrates on 
the famous August low-level B-24 raid, but there is also brief coverage of earlier 
Soviet raids and the later campaign of April thru August 1944.  But the famous 
raid is the focus, and as usual for this series, the graphics are first rate, with maps 
locating the refineries and the flak locations, the intended and actual routes to the 
targets, and the locations of crashed bombers, along with some good action 
paintings.  There are plenty of statistical tables of various types.  Emphasis is 
placed on the effectiveness of fighters, who shot down many bombers on the way 
home that had actually survived the attack itself.  These included Bulgarian Avia 
B.534s and Romanian IAR.80s along with the Luftwaffe.  This may not be the 

ultimate book on Ploesti, but it is a good one at a fair price.

Combat Aircraft #130, B-58 Hustler Units, is a valuable book because little 
has been written on the Hustler since Jay Miller’s Aerofax book, which is 
long out of print.  This has as much on the aircraft as it does on its units and 
very easily could have been included in Osprey’s currently dormant Air 
Vanguard series, and nearly half the book deals with the bomber’s 
development.  The full story is told quite well, but there are few detail photos 
of the type modelers could use; even the instrument panel photos are too 
small to be useful.  There are 10 pages of color side views, though there’s 
not a whole lot of variety.  I wish I had seen a B-58 in flight (did any of you?) 
and this book is a worthy addition to the limited Hustler library.

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS
by Jim Pernikoff
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Duel #98, German Flak Defenses vs Allied Heavy Bombers 1942-45, is certainly 
an interesting topic that really has not been covered before, to my knowledge.  The 
section on the bombers (both U.S. and RAF) isn’t too interesting since the info is 
well known, but the section on the flak cannons (88, 105 & 128mm), their 
ammunition, sights and radars is well done, and the book shows how the Germans 
positioned and used their guns to maximum effect, and how the Allied bombers did 
their best to avoid the flak except when on their bomb runs.  This isn’t particularly 
exciting reading, but it’s a story that had to be told.

Duel #99, Panzerfaust vs Sherman 1944-45, is another effective book by 
Steve Zaloga.  He does a very thorough job of describing the conception of 
all the German shaped-charge weapons, including the Puppchen and 
Panzerschreck and their munitions, and how they were aimed and fired, with 
some good color drawings.  Then he shows how American tankers used a 
combination of sandbags, spare wheels, track links, additional armor plate 
often scavenged from unserviceable tanks and even concrete armor 
(collectively called “expedient armor”) to varying degrees of effectiveness.  
It’s a classic case of cause and effect, and the best book I’ve seen on the 
topic, a worthy companion volume to Zaloga’s Bazooka vs Panzer of a few 
years ago.

New Vanguard #275, Russian Battleships and Cruisers of the Russo-Japanese 
War, is a case of trying to do too much in 48 pages.  There are 26 ships or classes 
of ships to be covered, and while author Mark Lardas tries his best, what you get is 
really an overview.  The artwork is fine, but there are two-view drawings of only 2 
ships and a nice isometric cutaway of the Borodino, and that is not enough.  There 
is little description of the ships’ performance in the war, except to list their ultimate 
fate.  (In the case of the battleships, only one was not either sunk or captured.)  And 
the spec table for the Borodino-class, which is described on page 36, appears next 
to the cutaway on page 12, with no warning about that.  I wish that Osprey would 

not stick so religiously to the same page count for all books in a series; this should have been a 64-
page book with more color drawings.  Still, there isn’t much else out there on these ships, so if this 
war interests you (or if you have the companion volume on the Japanese ships), you’ll want this 
book.

I mentioned several months ago that Valiant Wings was going to be updating 
their Airframe & Miniatures books on the Focke-Wulf 190, and that has come to 
pass.  Dealing with them numerically, #3, The Focke-Wulf Fw 190D and Ta 
152, has had 16 pages added.  These start with 2 very useful pages showing all 
the stenciling on the aircraft; most of the rest has to do with kit reviews of new 
1/48 kits from HobbyBoss and Zoukei-Mura, and an extensive kit build of the 
1/48 Zoukei-Mura Ta 152H.  The lists of available kits, decals and accessories 
have also been updated.  The result is 176 pages of must-have information if 
you’re ever going to build a long-nose Focke-Wulf. 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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Companion volume #7, The Focke-Wulf Fw 190 Radial-engine Versions, has 
also had 16 pages added.  Since I never had the original edition, I’m not sure where 
the additions are, but there has again been a single page of stencils presumably 
added, along with kit reviews of new-tool 1/48 kits from Eduard and 1/32 from 
Revell and a kit build of the Eduard 1/48 Fw 190A-2.  And again, the lists of 
available kits, decals and accessories have been updated.  The book is now 240 
pages and a very good idea if you are to build any of the Fw 190A, B, C, F, G or S 
series.  The competing series from SAM Publications never got into the Focke-
Wulfs, so these books are particularly welcome.

An interesting publication I saw on Facebook is one I had to have, because 
I’m a Mosquitophile!  One of a series of softcover monographs published by 
Proinor in Norway is Profile No. 6, De Havilland Mosquito, No. 333 
(Norwegian) Squadron 1943-1945.  This 36-page profile covers the use of 
the Mossie by one flight of an RAF squadron based in Scotland.  (The other 
flight flew Catalinas.)  They were initially an independent squadron flying 
the F.II variant, but later switched to the famous F.B.VI and became part of 
the well-known Banff Strike Wing.  The chronological text is backed by a 
good selection of photos, a map of the area of operations off the Norwegian 
coast, and four pages of color side-views.  There is a list of all the 
Mosquitos flown by the squadron and their disposition, a chapter about 
camouflage and markings and a decent bibliography.  The book reminds 
me of the similar books in Phil Listemann’s Squadrons! series.  Other 
profiles in this series include the Caproni Ca.310, the Arado Ar 234, the Messerschmitt Me 410 and 
some obscure Norwegian types.  Order from https://proinor.no/flyhistorie-profilhefter/.

I have reviewed earlier this year several issues in the Casemate Illustrated series 
that were softcover volumes covering ground warfare in Normandy and the 
Ardennes, but their first Special is quite different, being a 192-page hardcover 
titled German Fighter Aircraft in World War I.  This is a fairly technical book that 
covers the types by manufacturer and includes lots of photos of aircraft under 
construction, both in-period and those showing modern reproductions (many in 
color).  There are also drawings from original manufacturers’ manuals and a 
modest number of color side-views.  And there are also chapters on production 
methodology, armaments and engines, both rotary and inline.  If you plan to 
superdetail any German WWI fighter models (or simply build one of the 1/28 kits), 

this book should prove to be very useful.

From Haynes comes Star Wars: Rebel Starfighters, which is a sequel to 
their similar book on TIE fighters reviewed here a few months back.  The 
format is the same: after an introduction (by Leia Organa!), each of the 
types, A-, B-, U-, X- and Y-wing, is described in around 15 pages, with 2 
pages each devoted to two-view line drawings with salient features 
identified, plus a specification table; three or four-view color isometric 
drawings; cockpit & flight controls, with an annotated instrument panel; 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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weapons & defenses, with cutaways of laser cannons and others; and information on the function of 
S-foils on those types that have them fitted.  There may be information on vehicles used in the 
Clone Wars that may be ancestors of these ships, and there is some information about powerplants, 
both sub-light and hyperdrive.  A follow-on chapter describes the developed A-, X- and Y-wing 
fighters used in the Resistance against the First Order, and another describes bases, maintenance 
and pilot training and uniforms.  Obviously, if you’re a fan of the Star Wars franchise, you’ll want this 
book, which may be available locally at B&N.

This month’s non-modeling book is from Penguin Books and is titled 
Airline Maps, A Century of Art and Design.  Author Mark Ovenden has 
done similar books on Railway and Metro/Subway maps, but the ones 
in this book seem to be more abstract and colorful.  It is important to 
remember that this is an art book and the maps are not necessarily 
readable in fine detail.  The book is divided into chronological chapters 
called “Terminals”, each covering a 10 to 20 year period.  I think that 
most of these maps showed up in travel agency and airline ticket 
offices, but some also appeared in magazines.  Most are overseas 
airlines, and you’ll see lots of unfamiliar names.  This is a good book for 

the airline enthusiast to put on his coffee table.

After a year’s absence, Kalmbach has revived their modeling annual with 
Great Scale Modeling 2019.  After changing formats several times, they 
have settled (wisely) in just making this a gallery of great models from seven 
national and regional shows, including the Chattanooga Nationals, AMPS 
2019 in Buffalo, Squadron’s EagleFest and even Jaxcon.  Congratulations to 
Paul Crawley for having his railroad gun diorama included, and you may see 
some other familiar names in the ‘Nooga section.  As in the regular magazine, 
the captions include some technical data, mainly about finishes.  If you just 
want to see great models, buy it!

In recent months, I favorably reviewed two bookazines that Mortons 
Media did in conjunction with The Aviation Historian magazine on Cold War 
Stories.  Now they’ve done another one called Special Operations that 
may be even more interesting.  It has a number of stories about aircraft, 
both military and civilian, doing missions which their designers had never 
anticipated them doing.  These include Cold War spy flights by RB-45s, 
RB-50s and Canberras; B-24s and Pe-8s serving as an “air bridge” 
between Britain and the USSR during WW2; Australia using DC-3s and 
Bristol 170s to transport cattle from remote locations; U-2s operating off of 
carriers; T-6s and SAAB J 29s doing operations for the U.N.; Mirages in 
Zaire; Tu-22s in Chad and other interesting tales, illustrated with photos 

and some excellent maps.  If you want to read about aircraft in interesting situations, you’ll find this 
one quite fascinating.

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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This the time of the year when Barnes & Noble usually brings out some useful 
Bargain Books, but this year I haven’t seen anything new of particular interest.  But 
all of the big, leather-bound books on the armed services from Beaux Arts 
Editions are now available again, including The Air Force, not seen for a number 
of years.  These are still unchanged editions from 2012 or 2013.  Be forewarned 
that several of these books are offered in two different page sizes, so if you want to 
buy all four, make sure they’re the same size!  The companion volumes on World 
War II and the Vietnam War are also available.  And both of the War Chronicles 
books that I reviewed are also available.  Look through all the Bargain Book racks 
and there’s a good chance you’ll fine something worthwhile at a fair price.

Haynes has a rather limited schedule of new manuals for the next six months.  I hope that doesn’t 
foretell of anything bad.  But there are a few good ones on the list below.

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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Dates are subject to change: 

The Blitz  (January)  (Opera<ons Manual) 

AMX30 Main BaBle Tank  (January) 

Convair B-36 Peacemaker  (February, but will probably be delayed again) 

Leopard 1 Main BaBle Tank  (March) 

Police Helicopter  (March)  (Opera<ons Manual) 

Peugeot 205 T16 Rally Car  (April)   

Hawker Typhoon  (April)   

US Super Carrier  (May)  (Opera<ons Manual) 

X-CraV Midget Submarine  (June)  (Enthusiasts Manual) 

NASA Saturn 1/1B Launch Vehicle  (June) 

Saturn’s Moon Titan  (June) 

(No update on previously announced Fokker Dr.I <tle) 

Haynes Enthusiast Manuals 2020 – First Half
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Guderian: the big lies about the (not so) deadly Nazi tanks we've 
believed 80 years

He was not the creator of the "Blitzkrieg," nor did he revolutionize the military doctrine of the German armored 
vehicles alone. Yes it was, however, one of the greatest exponents of the Panzer as an independent weapon 
Manuel P. Villatoro Updated:02/12/2019 13:26h 

«Artillery conquers, infantry occupies». This curious motto, coming from the lips of French Marshal 
Philippe Pétain, perfectly explains what the mentality of the First World War generals was. The more 
than 700,000 casualties of the battle of Verdun made it clear to Europe that it was impossible to 
escape the terror imposed by the canyons. Not even the fearsome devices released by the English in 
the Somme back in 1916 (they called them tanks because they had camouflaged them as water 
tanks to prevent the Germans from discovering them) served to end the preponderance of artillery in 
the fields of battle Only two decades later, on the other hand, the tanks became the backbone of the 
Third Reich's army and a fearsome enemy thanks to the "Blitzkrieg" or "Lightning War." 

Heinz Guderian, during World War II 
The myth (call it legend, call it a lie) has put us in the head that the creator of this 
military doctrine was Heinz Guderian, considered one of the best generals of 
World War II. Popular belief also asserts that, at the hands of this officer, the 
Panzers under Adolf Hitler crushed Poland with hardly any casualties in less than 
a month. But, as always happens, reality is something different. It cannot be 
denied that this officer earned his gallons and was one of the main instigators of 
the use of armored vehicles as an independent and fast weapon (something 

revolutionary for the time). However, what should be clarified is that not only did he not devise the 
"Lightning War" (which was born in Britain), but there were other Germans who, before him, 
supported the use of tanks. 

Special mention should be made of the supposed preponderance of the Panzer during the invasion of 
Poland. Yes, they harassed the Poles. And yes, they surprised an army that was still fighting, as had 
been done in the Great War. But, as Carlos Javier Frías Sánchez (colonel of artillery and one of the 
greatest scholars of Spain on military doctrines during the thirties and forties) explains in his dossier 
«Evolution of military doctrine in World War II: the invasion of Poland », suffered severe casualties 
and were not used as, later, if they would in France and Russia. In September 1939, the use of battle 
tanks (armored) and infantry mounted on vehicles (motorized) as a single entity had not yet become 
widespread in the Wehrmacht. Something that, contrary to what has been extended, prevented the 
full use of the battleships. 

Realities 
Guderian's story tells us that he was born in 1888 and that he participated in 
World War I as an intelligence officer. His good work as a military and tactical 
led him to gradually climb the ranks until he arrived at the General Staff of the 
German army, where he remained (according to José A. Márquez Periano in 
his book «Panzer Heroes») until the end of the contest. The signing of the 
Treaty of Versailles (which forced the German army to be reduced to a 
maximum of 100,000 men and prevented the country from developing new 
weapons such as tanks) did not stop his career. Having demonstrated his 
expertise, he was called to be part of the "Reichswehr" (the armed forces that 

Article Translation by Fernando Sanchez
(Below is a translation of an article Fernando found in a Spanish newspaper)
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served between 1919 and 1935). That's where he began to be interested in the benefits that 
motorization could offer. 

Guderian became, from that moment, one of the greatest scholars of the armored and motorized war. 
At the stroke of an article and investigation, this officer dared to devise a new type of use for tanks. 
Some mills that, until then, had been used as a mere (and slow) support of the infantry. That old 
conception of the First World War (the one that saw the armored vehicles as a giant parapet intended 
to protect the men who fought on foot) was destroyed thanks to him. In return, and as he made clear 
in his book "Achtung Panzer" (a bestseller since it was published in 1937) his revolution was to create 
entire divisions of light tanks and media supported (and followed) by motorized soldiers. All this, with 
one objective: to cross the enemy lines at full speed and assault the rear guard of the opponent. 

The SDKF infantry vehicle (and its multiple variants) became the backbone of 
Germanic mechanized units 

This is how Guderian himself explained in his work this 
change of mentality and the creation of what, in the end, 
was called "Panzergruppe" (the union of armored and 
motorized divisions in a single entity):«The armored troop 
is no longer currently the auxiliary weapon of the infantry; 
We could almost establish the inverse relationship since in 
France an attack of infants without tanks is not considered 
realizable. [...] If, for example, there is the possibility of 
carrying out an attack quickly, there is no reason to 
prevent the tanks from exposing themselves to the danger 

by circulating slowly, since they could be reached by the anti-tank guns, and all this because an 
infantry Outdated can not keep up. And as the technique allows the shooters to travel in armored 
escort vehicles, which can go as fast as the tanks, they can be guided in their speed by the tanks ». 

It is also true that (as Kenneth Macksey correctly explains in his book "Guderian, General Panzer") 
Guderian had to face the old Prussian officers to establish this new conception of the armored war. 
The first discordant voice was that of the cavalry officers, a weapon that considered - to a large extent 
- that those motorized devices would replace them in battle. «They saw Guderian as a threat to their 
existence, but in their opposition they simply managed to delay the inevitable», reveals the author in 
his work. The second group against the new use of battle tanks were the gunners. They understood 
that the form of struggle posed by the German officer ("that in the battleship attack proceed quickly") 
would end, in a stroke, with the importance of the cannons on the battlefield to take the opposite 
positions. 

The infantry is heading towards the Polish front - ABC 
 
It is undeniable, in turn, that Guderian was one of the generals who 
opted to obviate the restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles and move 
forward (contrary to what was dictated by the international community) 
in the design of tanks and in the training of future crews of the armored 
vehicles. The historian Márquez Periano confirms, for example, that 
this officer traveled to Sweden in 1929 to "visit a tank battalion 
equipped with the m / 21 and m21-21" (evolutions of the Germanic LKII 
of the First World War) and, shortly after , to the USSR. "He also 

visited the Kazan test camp in Russia, where he met several tank officers," he adds. Once he was 
soaked with all the necessary knowledge, he took all the vehicles he could, transformed them into 

Article Translation by Fernando Sanchez - Continued
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armored copies of wood and canvas, and trained drivers and gunners to prepare them for the coming 
confrontation. .  

Finally, it is true that Guderian was the man who extended and put into practice (though not created) 
the concept of "Blitzkrieg" or "Lightning War." This consisted of attacking at full speed the weakest 
point of enemy defenses with armored and motorized divisions supported by aviation; surround the 
best defended positions of the opponent and, finally, coordinate with the infantry to assault them from 
all possible points. For all this, our protagonist promoted the use of communications in the armored 
vehicles: «The direction of the armored units is carried out by radio, that of the small units of the 
company and those of lower rank also by means of light signals. While radio contact cannot be 
established, the transmission of orders and information must be guaranteed by airplanes, motor 
vehicles or the telephone ».  

And big lies 
The realities about Guderian cannot be denied. However, its importance has been exaggerated since 
the end of World War II. The first exacerbation that has been made about his contribution to the 
change of military doctrine is that he was the first to investigate the use of tanks in Germany. Nothing 
is further from reality, as Dennis Showalter explains in Hitler's Panzer. The lightning attacks that 
revolutionized warfare ». In his words, the true pioneer was Ernst Volckheim, a leading officer of the 
few Prussian armored forces in the Great War. This curious character published, in 1923, a treaty in 
which he called to develop the armored vehicles because they had proved lethal on the battlefield: «If 
the tanks were not such a promising weapon, the Allies would not have vetoed them in the" 
Reichswehr "». 

Volckheim argued that battle tanks did not have to be used only as support for the infantry, but that 
they should be able to attack any enemy target independently. He also noted that his future was that 
technicians put special emphasis on enhancing their speed, reliability and autonomy. The three 
qualities that, at present, are considered basic in all armored. It is true that, while Guderian did not 
despise light tanks because of their speed, he supported those of medium weight and argued that the 
main advantage was in the high-powered canyons. 

Volckheim published several other works on the mechanization of the troops and the armored war 
and repeated until satiety that they would become the center of the armies and that, soon, the infantry 
would have a secondary role. He was right in everything. 

As if that were not enough, he insisted that the technology would serve to produce a family of faster 
armored vehicles, better armed and equipped with communication systems that would allow them to 
act independently of traditional weapons (infantry, artillery and cavalry). Volckheim's ideas were 
recognized by his superiors. This is evidenced by the fact that he was an outstanding professor of 
motorized tactics in Dresden and that, between 1923 and 1927, he published dozens of articles in a 
military newspaper analyzing the problems that his new conception of mechanized warfare could 
have. Guderian, however, partially acknowledged that he had relied on the investigations of this 
officer and hardly pointed out that they had been a starting point that prompted him in his new ideas. 

Nor is it real, as it has spread, that the Germans did not build tanks in World War I and that Guderian 
devised them from scratch. Yes, it is true that the Teutonic armored industry was not massive. 
However, it is also true that in Germany about two and a half hundred tanks and armored vehicles 
were manufactured - from 1917 onwards. In addition, the engineers designed several prototypes 
(among them, a super-heavy vehicle) that were not assembled due to the signing of the Armistice on 
November 11, 1918. 

Article Translation by Fernando Sanchez - Continued
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Guderian, during World War II 

The same applies to the myth that states that Guderian was the pioneer who 
extended the use of "Panzergruppe." Something inaccurate, according to Carlos 
Javier Frías Sánchez in his article: «Von Rundstedt decided to group the Army 
Corps that brought together his Panzer and Motorized Divisions into a new 
organization, called Panzergruppe Kleist (" Kleist Armored Group "; Ewald von 
Kleist was the head of this unit), composed of five Panzer and three Motorized 

Divisions ». 

What is real is that our protagonist favored the training of the «Panzertruppen» (the soldiers of the 
armored troops) in the art of fighting, in combination, with fast vehicles. In this sense, Marquez 
Periano adds in his documentary work that they had to «train intensely for at least three months in 
one of the two schools» organized for it. 
A point to part deserves the destruction of the myth (less and less popular) that states that Guderian 
was the creator of the "Blitzkrieg." The true architects of this way of fighting were on the other side of 
the English Channel, as the German officer himself admitted in "Achtun Panzer!": "After long and 
deep reflections, it was decided, until having obtained own experiences, to rely on the visions of the 
English, collected in Part II of the "Provisional regulation of combat for tanks and armored cars" of the 
year 1927 ». The Teuton officer also admitted that the ideologue of the "Lightning War" had been 
Major British John Fuller, who was committed to ending the use of tanks as support for the infantry 
and sought to take advantage of his speed. 

Guderian, however, recognized Fuller's contribution (and many others) in the creation of the 
"Blitzkrieg" in his book: "To overcome the first disadvantage, related to tanks, the defenders of the 
army's motorized transformation - General Fuller, Martel, Liddell, Hart and others - demanded the 
reinforcement of pure armored units with motorized troops of all types of weapons, that is, by an 
infantry and artillery that would rely permanently on armored vehicles, as well as by pioneers 
mechanized, transmissions troops, baggage and spare devices. These were the reflections contained 
in the "Provisional regulation of combat for tanks and armored cars", part II of 1927, which also led to 
the formation of a mechanized training brigade in the same year ». 

Article Translation by Fernando Sanchez - Continued
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Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.
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International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

 
New �  Renewal �   IPMS#: _____________ 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: _____________ 
 
Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: ______________________________ 
 
Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________ 
 
Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________ 
AduIt   One year � $30.00  
 Two years � $58.00  
 Three years � $86.00  
Canada & Mexico � $35.00  
Foreign Surface � $38.00  
Family  � Adult fee + $5.00  
  # of cards? ___  

   
Your Signature: ______________________________________  
 
If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her: 
Name: _______________________________  IPMS #: ______ 
 
PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
Cash �      Amount: ____________  
Check � Check #: ______   Amount: ____________  
 
Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply: 
� Local model club    
� Friend    
� Ad in IPMS Journal    
� Facebook 
� Ad in other magazine    

� Internet search    
� IPMS web site  
� I’m a former member rejoining    
� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:  
 

   
     
 

   

IPMS/USA
P.O. Box 1411
Riverview, FL 33568-1411


